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'Isa1an IVviii. 10, 11. 


If thou draw out thy Soul to the 
Hungry, and ſatisfie. the affiitted 
Soul ; then ſhall thy Light riſe in . 
Obfeurig, and thy Di be a 
the Noon. day. 


And the Lord ſhall guide hes con- 
tinually. 


_— —— — — — — 


SAS BI N this Chapter, the Prophet 
NN Tſaiah, i giving a lively and 
pathetical Deſcription to the 
Fews in general, of a Vice 
and a Virtue; the, moſt op- 


polite in their Natures, and 
the fartheſt diſtant from each other in their 


Qualities, of any that are to be found in 
— Pra- 


+-. 
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Practice amongſt the Sons of Men. The One, 


a moſt notorious and abominable Sin, in 


common Ufe, and of antient Cuſtom, amongſt 


them : The Other, the moſt tranſcendent and 
beneficial of all human Virtues ; tho' neg- 
lected, and almoſt wholly laid aſide, even by 


their ſtricteſt Pretenders to Piety and Religion. 


'The general Vice that the Prophet is here 
reprehending them for, was their formal and 


deteſtable Hypocriſie towards Gop: and be- 


cauſe they did not think, that ſo provoking 
and ſcandalous a Wickedneſs was Crime ſuf- 
ficient of it ſelf ; - but ſtill they grew the-more 
arrogant and preſumptuous, upon this their 
counterfeit Zeal and pretended Righteouſneſs. 
Thus drawing down the Vengeance and juſt 
Indignation of Heaven upon the Land, by 


ſuch an impious and provoking Behaviour to 


the Almighty. 

But, on the other Side, he earneſtly exhorts 
hams to embrace Charity as a healing Virtue, 
and effectually to apply the mitigating Re- 
medies of good Woſſks for the common Be- 
nefit of their own Souls. Becauſe Charity is 


l a Sacrifice the moſt grateful and acceptable 


to Go; and the beſt Atonement that they 
were capable of making to expiate a Na- 


tional Guilt: And becauſe their darling and 


moſt admired Sin ſinks and debaſes humane 
Na- 
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IS Nature to the loweſt Degree of Infamy* and 
Contempt, as it renders every Hypoerite 
odious to Gop, and en in the Eyes 
of Men. 

Therefore he labours to convince than on 
the contrary, that negleted Charity, if fre- 
quently and beneficently apply'd by them to ; 
miſerable and unhappy Objects; it would cer- / 
tainly then entitle them to the indulgent 
Favour and Protection of Heaven; and raiſe 
them up to as high and glorious a Pitch of 
Happineſs and Perfection, as they were ca- 
pable of attaining to in this World. 

But, that we may diſcover more clearly, in 

what manner this impious but moſt beloved 
Vanity was practis'd amongſt the Jem it is 
repreſented here by Jaiab, to conſiſt chiefly 
in the Pride and Oſtentation of ſeeming ſtrictly 
to obſerve their frequent and ſolemn Faſts ; 
But in Reality performing the Duty no farther 
than a ſorrowful dejected Look, a flow Pace, 
an affected Dreſs, and all the Artifice of mere 
outward Diſguiſe could contribute, to impoſe _ 
upon the World; and to make them appear 
more plauſibly as righteous to the . 
View. 

And the liens Character we find they pun- 
Qually maintain d for many Ages after the: 
Prophet s Days, as we are aſſur d by our 

Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, Marr b. vi. 16. Where 
he cautions his Diſciples, Ihen you faſt, be 
not as the Hypocrites, of a ſad Countenance ; 
for they disfigure their Faces, that they may 
appear unto Men to Faſt: But thou, when 
thou Faſteſt, anoint thy Head, and waſh thy 
Face ; that thou appear not unto Men to Faſt. 
But we cannot view the Folly and Defor- 
mity of this Vice, nor the Wiſdom and tran- 
ſcendent Beauties of the Virtue here preſcribed, 
in more proper, lively, and natural Colours, 
than by the advantageous Light Jaiab has 
placed them in, as directly oppoſite to each 
other. 

He begins this Chapter, Cry aloud, ſpare not, 
lift up thy Voice like a Trumpet, and ſhew my 
People their Tranſereſſion, and the Houſe of 
Facob their Sins. And having firſt expoſed 
their falſe and vain Pretences to fulfil the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law, and their more im- 
pudent Boaſts of not forſak ing the Ordinances 
of their God; he introduces them in the 34 
. Verſe, expoſtulating thus prophanely with the 
Almighty : IWherefore have we faſied, and 
thou ſeeft not? Wherefore have we afflitied our 
Soul, and thou takeſt no Knowleds ? 

But in the Perſon of Go p, the Prophet 
thus replies: In the. Day of your Faſt you find 
Pleaſure, and exaFt all your Labours. Behold, 


ye 
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© ye faſt for Strife and Debate, and to [mite a 
with the Fift of Wickedneſs : 1s it ſuch à Faſt 


as I have choſen ? a Day for à Man to ict 
his Soul? is it to bow down bis Head as 4 
Bulruſh, and to ſpread Sackeloth and Ajhes 
under him? Milt thou call this a Faſt, and 
an acceptable Day to the Lord ? 

Is not this the Faſt that I hace choſen? Is 
it not to deal thy Bread to the Hungry, and 
that thou bring the Poor that are caſt out to 
thy Houſe ? When thou ſceſt the Naked: that 
thou cover him; and that thou hide not thy 
ſelf from thy own Fleſh ? os. 

T hen ſhall thy Light break forth as the Morn- 
ing, and thine Health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily: 
and thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee, the 
Glory of the Lord ſhall be thy Rereward. Then 
ſhalt thou call, and the Lord ſhall anſwer ; 
thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay, Here I am. 
If thou draw out thy Soul to the Hungry, and 
ſatisfie the afflitted Soul : then ſhall thy Light 
riſe in Obſcurity, and thy Darkneſs be as the 


Noon-day. And the Lord ſhall guide thee 


continually. _ PE, 
In diſcourſing on theſe Words, as ſuitable 


to the preſent Occaſion, I ſhall obſerve the 


following Method. 


Firft; 


- 
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Bf. PI wil ay the Reaſonableneſ wid 
Neceſſity of our putting in Practice this 
important Duty propos d: 0 draw out 
thy Soul to the Hungry, and to ſatisfie the- 

_ afflicted Soul. And why we that are 
Chriſtians lie under greater Obligations to 
perform it, than the Jet did. 

Secondh, I will ſhew that no kind of Cha- 
rity can come up to that exquiſite Degree 
of doing Good, as the beſtowing a pious 
and . virtuous Education does, upon di- 
ſtreſſed Orphans and poor Children. Be- 
_ cauſe it is raiſing Light ont of  Obſcurity, 
and making their Darkneſs as the Noon- 
day. 

Thirdly, In reſpe& to the Patrons and gene- 
rous Benefactors of ſo extenſive, uſeful, + 
and publick a Charity, as appears at 
preſent before us: I will ſhew, that 

their Labour is not in vain in the Lord; 

becauſe of the great and glorious Reward 
promis d in my Text; and the Lord ſhall 
guide thee continually. 

I ſhall draw ſome proper Inferences from 
the whole, and conclude. 


Firſt, 1 am to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs and 


. Neceſſity of our putting in Practice this im- 


portant 


nn SY EO 
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— Duty propos d: to draw ont thy Soul 
to the Hungry, and to ſatisfie the afflied Soul, 
And why we that are Chriſtians lie under 
greater Obligations to ne it Tun this 
Fews did. 

As Iſaiah was deſcended from the 8 
Houſe of the Kings of Judab, and had all 
the Advanta ges of the politer Education of 
a Court: So is he as much diſtinguiſh'd by 
an Elegancy of Stile, and the Sublimity of his 
Writings, as by his high Birth, and the ſa- 
cred Character of a moſt celebrated Prophet. 

And firſt we may obſerve, that Jſaiab, in 
repreſenting Charity as the moſt excellent of 
all Virtues, as the moſt acceptable to Go p, 
and beneficial to our Neighbour; that he 
may the more effoctualiy raiſe ſo tender and 
generous a Warmth in us; he does not apply 
to our inferiour Paſſions und Affections, nor 
does he endeavour to move the Parts that are 
Mortal of us; as knowing the Heart of Man 
to be too wicked and obdurate to conceive 
it, and his Boſom too unclean and impure to 
bring forth ſo tranſcendent and divine a 
Grace: But he addreſſes himſelf directly to 
his immortal Soul, as to a Spirit nearer ally'd 
to ſo ſublime and exalted a Virtue. - Becauſe 
the Soul of Man, by its Nature, and in its 
Being, is everlaſting; and becauſe it has the 

B Image 
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Image and Reſemblance of the Almighty 
fairly ſtamp'd and impreſs'd upon it; and 
therefore' is the more ſuſceptible of a Paſſion 


o glorions and extenſive as Charity; that is 


à Beam flowing from the divine Love, and 


1 the neareſt to infinite Mercy and. 


The Precept deliver d here by the Prophet, 
is, If thou dra out thy Soul to the Hungry, 
and ſatisfie the affified Su. that is, if 
thou rightly diſpoſe every kind and affectio- 


nate Inclination within thee to do Good; and 
if thou wilt freely exert all the generous 


and beneficent Faculties of thy Soul, until it 
has a juſt Senſe of the Diſtreſs and Miſeries 
of the Poor; if thy tender Pity is productive 
of bouniteous and charitable Works ; and if 
thy Compaſſion pleads effectually to comfort 
and relieve the wretched and afflited ; Then 
ſhall thy Light break forth as the Morning, 
and thy Health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily ; thy 
Righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee, and the Glory 
of: the Lord ſhall be thy Rereward. 
From hence it appears, that 70 draw ont 
the Soul to the Hungry, and to ſatisfie the 
aflitted Soul, was imputed as Righteouſneſs, 
to the charitably diſpoſed under the Law : 
But it is here to be obſerved, that the Zews- 
were not tied down by ſuch ftri& Penalties, 


nor 


8 8 - — . 
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nor bound by ſuch ſevere Obligations to per- 
form this Duty, as we Chriſtians, under the 
Oeconomy of the Goſpel, are obliged to the 

' utmoſt of our Power and Abilities to di - 
charge it. 

For what was accounted Righteouſneſs and 
the Law, does not come up to the Character 
of Holineſs under the Goſpel. Becauſe the 
former was founded chiefly upon Rewards 'of 
temporal Happineſs, and had rarely any Views | 
beyond the Bleſſings and Enjoyments of this | | 
preſent Life. The Promiſe. of the Covenant —_— 
being — That thou mayſt live in the Land to 
peſeſs it, and that it may be well with thee 
all thy Days, and with thy Children after thee. 
But , the latter is built upon Hopes full of 
Immortality and Glory; and regards this 
World only as the neceſlary Paſſage to pre- 
pare us for a far better Life to come. 

Thus the Jens generally entertain'd but 
obſcure Notions, and had only imperfe& Views 
of a Future State; for tho the Prophet Da- 
niet had cleared up this Point in his xiith 
Chapter, and 24 Verſe, when he ſays — Many 
of them that ſleep in the Duſt of: the Earth © 
ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting Life, and ſome 
to Shame and everlaſting Contempt: Yet for 
all this plain Text, we find the Sadducees, one 
of the moſt prevailing Sets amongſt them, 


GEM openly 
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openly deny'd the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
the Being of Angels, and the Exiſtences of 

Spirits, or the Souls # Men departed, which 
they affirmed to be as m as their Bo- 
dies, and to gperiſh with them. And their 
Law conſiſting chiefly of 'Types, and Shadows 
'of the good 'Things not yet reveal'd ; there- 
Fore they wanted many of thoſe noble Motives 
and Inducements that we have in the Goſpel, 
to lay up in Store by their good Works for 
-another World ; or to make Proviſion by their 
Charity to the Poor, in everlaſting Habita- 
tions: Which occaſion'd St. Paul to tell them, 
that Life and Immortality were brought to 
Light by the Goſpel. 

Hence therefore we muſt conſider Charity, 
as it ſtood under the Diſpenfation of the old 
Law, as an eminent Virtue, proceeding from 
thoſe two generous Motives of Love and Pity ; 
and as it naturally flow'd from a tender and 
compaſſionate Concern produced in them by 
a fellow-feeling of the Miſery and Wants that 
the unhappy ſuffer d. And then their Cha- 
"rity will appear in this View, to be only an 
innate and voluntary ' Emotion of the Will ; 
not to be extorted by Force or Violenee, nor 
by any humane Power or Terrors to be 
compell'd. | 9 

oY 5 Ce RES Becauſe 
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Becauſe Love is naturally a lawleſs and 
arbitrary Paſſion of the Soul, moving only by 


ſecret and uncontrolable Springs within us ; 
and Pity is a ſoft interceding Quality of. the 
Mind, that inſenſibly diſpoſes and works us 
up to benevolent Acts of Mercy and Good- 
neſs. By Affection and Inclination they freely 
and readily exert themſelves to ſuch Objects 
as are ſuitable and properly adapted to them : 

But Violence deſtroys the very Nature and 
Being of Love; and to compel Pity, or en- 
deavour to raiſe Compaſſion by Force in us, 
is certainly an Attempt as unnatural in the 
Deſign of it, as it is impoſſible to be reduced 
into Practice. 

And from hence the Excellency and Per- 
fe&ion of the Chriſtian Religion will evidengly 
appear, ſince that alone was capable of infu- 
ſing this generous Paſſion of univerſal Love 
into our Hearts, by the ſtrong Obligations of 
a neceſſary and eſſential Duty, and of imita- 
ting our Blefſed Lord and Saviour, who went 
about doing good ; and to enforce Pity and 


Compaſſion in our Breaſts, as Diſpoſitions ab- 


ſolutely requiſite to qualifie us for true and 
real Members of his Church, 

For this was a Deſign that no earthly 
Power could effect; nor any humane Laws or 
Ordinances could ever bring to paſs, before 


our 
( 
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our Bleſſed Saviour came into the World, in > 
the Fulneſs of Time, to accompliſh it. The 
Philoſophers indeed, and the Sages of Old, by 
their Writings and Moral Precepts, had long 
labour'd to eſtabliſh it, but ſtill attempted it 
in vain: Nor could any Artifice or Contri- 
vance, formed by the Wit of Man, ever fully 
compleat ſo great and glorious a Scheme, 
for The general Good and Benefit of Mankind, 
until the Goſpel of our Bleſſed Lord made 
univerſal Love a fundamental Rule of our 
Practice; and conſtituted Charity as the moſt 
firm, ſolid, and laſting Baſis, to ſupport and 
F propagate the Chriſtian Religion upon, over 
the Face of the whole Earth. 

And it was this univerſal Charity, this un- 
bounded Love, and compaſſionate Diſpoſition, 
ſo eminently conſpicuous amongſt.the Faithful, 
that in the early Ages of the Church proved 
almoſt as effectual and perſuaſive in gaining 
Proſelytes, and in bringing over Converts to 
Chriſtianity, as even the Preaching of the 
holy Apoſtles themſelves; or thoſe wonderful 
Miracles that they wrought, to plant and 
confirm it amongſt us. | 5 

Thus Love and Charity, as they are the 
Glory and diſtinguiſhing Characters of the 
Chriſtian Religion, ſo are they our beſt Claim, 
under the Merits of our Bleſſed Saviour, to 

| | the 


_ 
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the Kingdom of Heaven. For they are the 
very Image and Similitude of the Almighty 
in us; and are that Perfection in our Nature, 
whereby we neareſt approach to, and reſemble 
him. For when at the Creation he had 
breathed the Soul of Man in his own Likeneſs 
into his Noſtrils; during his happy State of 
Innocency, it retain'd its divine Original, and 
continued fair, guiltleſs, and untarniſhed. 
But Sin ſoon defaced, ſully'd, and impair'd 
its native Beauties, corrupted and depraved 
all the generous Qualities and nobler Facul- 
ties of his Mind; therefore our Bleſſed Re- 
deemer came in the Fleſh, by the Holineſs of 
his Life, and the Purity of his Doctrine, to 
raiſe up again our fallen State, and to reſtore 
them in us to their genuine Purity and Luſtre. 

Now that ſo great and glorious a Work as 
this could be accompliſh'd by no other Means 
but by CuRIST, the Wiſdom of Gop, and 
the Power of Gov, I will make yet more 
fully to appear to you. 

For if we conſider the Nature and End of 
chuman Laws in general, and the*original De- 
ſign of them, we ſhall then find, that they 
were principally inſtituted to reſtrain the 
Wicked, and were chiefly form'd in Terror to 
the evil Doers; and conſequently contrived- 
rather to ſecure us in the quiet Poſleſſion of 


OUr 
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our Rights and Properties, than to make Pro- 


viſion for the Poor, or to alleviate the Mi- 
ſeries and Misfortunes of Mankind. Hence 
it is, that we may obſerve in every Country, 
that there is more Care taken in the com- 
piling of their Laws, to guard againſt the 
Corruptions of human Nature, and the De- 
pravity of Mens Minds, than to encourage 
Piety, to reward Virtue, to ſupport the Poor, 
or to promote Society, Love and Friendſhip 
amongſt them. 

Nay, even the Divine Law, that was de- 


livered to Moſes, as a Mediator of the Cove- 


nant betwixt Gop and-his People, and written 
by the Finger of the Almighty upon two 'Ta- 
bles of Stone; it. was founded upon this 
general Plan, and conſiſts chiefly of Negative 
Precepts, and Reſtrictive Commands: Such 
as Thon ſhalt not ſteal, Thou ſhalt do no 
Murder, Thou ſhall not commit Adultery, Thou 
ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's Goods. Here 
indeed our general Peace and Security are con- 
ſulted, and our Lives and Properties are le- 
gally preſerved : But in the whole Decalogue 
there are no Injunctions laid down for Acts of 
Beneficence and Kindneſs! no poſitive Obli- 
gations to Love and Charity, to promote the 
publick Good, or to relieve the Wants and Mi- 
{cries of thoſe in Diſtreſs and under Aflictions ! 

f But 
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But a Deſign ſo great and glorious as this, 
ſeems rather to have been reſerved for the 
Goſpel of our Lord JESUS CRRISTH; as for 
a Law more perfect and conſummate than ever 
was reveal'd before; - and that was to remain 
in Force as long as the World endures. | 

Becauſe it proceeds on Maxims more truly 
generous and ſublime, than humane Policy 
could ever come up to; or than Science and 
Philoſophy, with all their boaſted Arts and 
Speculations, could comprehend. For the Go- 
ſpel being founded upon Principles of univerſal 
Love, and a Charity as extenſive as the 
whole Race of Mankind; it inſtructs us, by 
doing good to others, the nobleſt and ſecureſt 
Way of being eternally happy and bleſt our 
ſelves. Since our Bounty in drawing out our 
Souls to the Hungry, and the kind and libe- 
ral Proviſion we make, to ſatisfie the afflited 
Soul, is laying up in Store Funds of never- 
failing Treaſures for our ſelves in Heaven; 
and our good Works of Mercy and Pity, pra- 
Ris'd here on Earth, will certainly intitle us 


to eternal Joy and Happineſy, in everlaſting 
Habitations. 


proceed now, as propoſed under my Se- 
cond Head, 


Secondly, To ſhew, that no kind of Charity 


C can 
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can come up to that exquiſite Degree of doing 
Good ; as the beſtowing a pious and virtuous 
Tidncation upon diſtreſſed Orphans, and poor 


Children: Becauſe it is raiſing Light out of 


Ohſcurity, and making their Darkneſs as the 
. 


As I have already ſhew'd the Neceſſity and 


Publick Benefit of Charity in general, by ſup- 
porting the Miſerable and Wretched under the 


heavy Preſſure of their common Wants and 


Afflictions: Let us in the Second Place con- 


ſider, as more immediately relating to the 


Solemn Occaſion of our preſent Aſſembling ; 
that to make a proper Proviſion for the im- 


mortal and rational Soul, and to embelliſh and 


improve the Mind and Underſtanding, are a 
much more weighty and important Concern, 
incumbent upon us, than any other Care that 
we ought to take of our mortal Part, the 


frail and periſhing Body. 

For the nobler Faculties of the Mind lay a 
higher Claim to our Love, and they work 
ſtronger upon our natural Affections, than any 
outward Wants, or the cravings of our groſſer 


Appetites, can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to do. 


Becauſe the Honour and the Dignity of hu- 
mane Nature are more immediately touch'd 
and concern d for the one, than they are for 
the other. - 


For 


the moſt. Excellent Kind of Charity; 


* * nn —_ 
_ 
* 
* 9 


For any remarkable Defects in the Senſe | 


and Underſtanding, ſuch as ſtupid Ignorance, 
obſtinate Error, and blind Superſtition, that 


are generally owing to the Want of a good 


Education, or to the not being better inſtructed 


when young; they certainly move our Pity. 


and Regret more ſenſibly, and by a nearer 
Kind of Affinity touch our Souls, than any 
other ſort of Wants or Misfortunes that can 
befal Fleſh and Blood, thro Poverty, Accident, 


or Neglect. Becauſe we are more immediately 


affected with whatſoever betrays. a Man to 
Ignominy, Shame and Reproach, as it is a 
Scandal and Diſhonour to human Nature in 
general, than for the greateſt Calamities and 
Sufferings that can happen unto him by the 


Will of Heaven, or by the uſual Changes and 
Chances of this World. 


And the Reaſon for this is W 9 
cauſe we are often forced to bluſh our ſelves, 
and are aſhamed to ſee a humane. Creature 
want the Uſe and Advantages of that Rea- 
ſon, that is ſo eſſential to his Nature, and 
that denominates his very Being: Therefore 
the Defects of it in any one reflects a Sort of 
Diſhonour upon his whole Kind; for which 
we can only grieve, and be ſorry our ſelves, 
when it is not in our Power to help or prevent 
it: And hence it is, that we are generally 


C 2 leſs 
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lefs ſenſibly affected, and not fo nearly touched 
with Uneaſinef and Concern for thoſe under 
any other Kind of Calamities or Misfortunes; 


becauſe to be wretched or diſtreſſed, is no 


Shame or Reproach to the Perſon that ſuffers 
it: and becauſe we can readily eaſe our own 
Trouble and Pain for them, by relieving thoſe 
unhappy Cen ee that firſt occaſion'd 
them. 

Thus to bikes an anxious and a truly com- 
paſſionate Regard for the deplorable Ignorance 
and Brutality, that fo frequently attend Po- 
verty and Want, ſhews a Diſpoſition in us full 
of Humanity and Goodneſs, and a Spirit emi- 
nently generous and publick. Hence it is, 
that an ingenuous and kind Temper, with 
Anxiety and Regret obſerves the intellectual! 
Faculties of hopeful and promiſing Youth, to 
be obſcured and darkned for Want only of 
thoſe neceflary Helps and Supports that ſhould 
cheriſh and improve them. And when ſome 
bounteous Hand, with well-timed Charity, has 
removed thoſe unbappy Difficulties, that like 
a dark Cloud overcaſt and conceal'd good na- 
tural Parts: How often does it happen, that 
with an early Care, and due cultivating, there 
are Diſcoveries made of many a pregnant 
and happy Genius, and of great and good 
Abilities. | 


From 
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From hence, then, we may fairly conclude, 
that the kindeſt and moſt beneficial Office that 
we can perform for our Fellow Creature in 
Diſtreſs, is when the Almighty has laid the 


firm Foundation of Reaſon, and well diſpoſed 


all the ſecret Springs ' and Faculties of the 
Underſtanding, in fome poor unhappy Orphan, 
left deſtitute of all worldly Means, and en- 
tirely deprived of every Support neceſſary to 
carry on the Finifhing and Improvement of 
them: How bleſſed ! how glorious a Work is 
it! early to inform the Mind of ſuch a one, 
and to let in the Light of Knowledge upon 
his Soul; who muſt otherwiſe fit in Darkneſs 
all his Days, and remain for Life under the 
Shadow of Death. 

Therefore fuch compationars and indulgent 
Patrons, from whoſe bounteous Charity flows 
the clear and comfortable Beams of pure Re- 
ligion to indigent Youth, and who illuminate 
their Underſtandings with Moral Knowledge 
and Humane Learning; they are Benefactors 
to their Souls, as well as Bodies; and make 
the kindeſt and beſt Proviſion for their rational 
Beings, and the Dignity of their Natures, 
by raifing up their Thoughts towards Heaven, 
by enlarging their Apprehenſions, and open- 

ing ſuch a Variety of pleaſing Proſpects to 
thou Minds, that, like the Day-ſpring from on 

High, 
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High, it gives them a delightful Taſte of 
Virtue and real Happineſs in this World, and 
guides their Feet more directly into the Ways 
of Peace and Eternal Life. 

ah, I ſhall next proceed to urge ſome ſuch 
proper Motives and Conſiderations as may 
more effectually induce us to promote this 
peculiar and noble Kind of Charity amongſt 
mn 

And firft, if we conſider our ſelves as Ra- 
tional Creatures, it is the moſt evident Proof 
that we can give the World, of our own Hu- 
manity and Religion, to have a juſt Senſe and 
Regard to the Wants of the Mind in tender 
and forlorn Children; and by our own Gene- 
roſity and Picty, to advance and improve the 
Growth of that Reaſon and Underſtanding in . 
them, which are the moſt honourable and 
diſtinguiſhing Characters of our own Natures ; 
and that rank us ſo highly above all other 
Species of mortal Creatures in the whole 
Univerſe, 

2%, Let, us next conſider theſe diſtreſſed 
Orplians and Poor Children, as they bear the 
lively Image of their great Creator, «and as 
they are indued with ſo noble and excellent 
a Nature : and let us refle& on them, as the 
moſt perfect of all ſublunary Beings by their 
Rind, as they are naturally. born to Power 


and 


— 
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and Superiority; and to whom all other Ranks 
of Creatures in the World are inferiour, and 
put in Subjection to them. Theſe we muſt | 
-acknowledge are all ſtrong Motives to Love, | 
and to regard them as ſuch ; and the higheſt 4 
Inducements to aſſiſt and do them all the | 


good Offices within the C 


Compaſs of our Power 
to perform. _ | 


3%, We may yet further conſider, that 
the reaſonable and immortal Soul of Man, is 
of infinitely more Value than the whole fix 
Days Creation beſide; as it bears a Reſem- 
blance, in a lower Degree, of almoſt every Per- 
fection in the divine Creator. For, if we take 
Infinity from the Omnipotence, the Omniſci- 
ence, and Omnipreſence of Gov ; then what- 
ſoever is an Attribute of Gop, becomes a 
Faculty of Man. For the Almighty has im- 
preſſed upon our Souls the Features of his 

own Divinity; and if I may dare to ſay, re- 
preſented himſelf in little. And ſhall we not 
then think every unhappy Orphan, and poor 
Child, intitled to our more immediate Care of 
thoſe Faculties which are derived from ſuch 
a great and glorious Original 2 Or can our 
Charity and Bounty be any Ways better em- 
ploy d, than in the cultivating and Advance- 
ment of them? 


Laſtly, 


24 The Education of Poor Children, 


Lafth, Let us conſider theſe young Chil- 
dren as unhappy Beings- of our own Kind, 
whom Gop daily continues in their Exiſtence, 
ſupports by his Providence, cheriſhes with his 
Love, and ſeems anxious and concerned for 
their Salvation. And in this Way of think- 
ing we cannot but conclude, that if each- of 
theſe are Objects of eternal and divine Love; 
if they are Beings for whoſe Sake our Bleſſed 
Saviour condeſcended to partake of the Infir- 
mities of their Nature, and to ſuffer for them 
a painful and ignominious Death on the Croſs, 
to ſave them from eternal Deſtruction, and to 
crown them with everlaſting Happineſs and 
Glory; then certainly we muſt acknowledge 
them all to be worthy of our tendereſt Care 
and Endeavours, to promote and help forward 
ſo good and gracious a Work. 

If all theſe are not prevalent Motives to 
raiſe our Affection and Pity for them! and if 
Conſiderations of this Kind are not ſufficient 
to provoke us unto Love and to good Works ! 
then all Thought and Reflexion muſt be- 
come uſeleſs and depraved Faculties in us : 
and Reaſon, Humanity, and Revelation, will 
appear as ſo many Bleſſings . and be- 
ſtowed upon us in vain. 

IIIa, I proceed to ſhew how far this 
pious Education of poor Children contributes 


to 


» 


* 
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to the Glory of -Gop, and to the Honour and 
Benefit of our mne Church | ne" N 8 
vernment. 


And firft, if we conſider this numerous Se | 


minaries and Religious Houſes that have been 
endow'd Abroad by our Roman Catholicks, 
ſince the Time of the Reformation; and their 
many. ſecret Schools and Nurſeries for the 
training up their indiggttt and neceſſitous Youth 
here at Home: It may at the firſt View ap- 


pear, as a Matter of Shame and Reproach to 


our Church, that the Members of it were for 
ſo many Years leſs vigilant and ſollicitous in 
this Point, than their Adverſaries of Rome 
were; by overlooking and neglecting ſo long 
this prudent and political Way of inſtructing 
the Children of our Poor in the Principles of 
Religion; and, by the Knowledge of Letters, 
qualifying them for Trades, or _ other 
kind of Employments. f 

Becauſe by this Method of W g e 
early in the Truth, and by well inſtructing 
them in the Reaſons of that Faith they pro- 
feſs; many of thoſe might have been ſecured 
and ſettled in our own Communion, that by 
the Artifice of Popiſh Emiſſaries have been be- 
tray'd to embrace Idolatry and Superſtition 
for Bread ; as well as many others, who have 
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been gain'd over to Sectaries and Diſſenters, 
on Views of worldly Intereſt : And what is 
yet more deplorable, Numbers of thoſe, who 
for Want of ſuch an Ediication, have fallen 
into wicked, profligate, and moſt abandoned 
Courſes of Life; without any Senſe of Shame, 

Religion, or even the Belief of a Gor. 
But it is very remarkable to obſerve, that 
Divine Providence often reſerves its chief and 
ſignal Bleſſings in Store againſt the Times 
of Tryal and Sufferings, when Sorrows de- 
preſs, and Afflictions have caſt down the People 
of Gop, as the moſt proper Seaſon to vindi- 
cate his own Honour and Glory in; and to 
raiſe up and comfort his diſtreſſed Church 
with the greater Profperity and Power. And 
from ſuch an unhappy Period of Time, in our 

own Days, we muſt date the Original, the 
Growth and Progreſs of this excellent and 
uſeful Charity now before us. 

For it was when Popery had begun to oniake 
open and violent Invaſions upon our Religion 
and Laws, under an unfortunate and mif- 
guided Prince, blinded with Zeal, and bigot- 
ted to Superſtition ; awhoſe firſt Step from that 
Church he was educated in, and for which 
his Royal Father died an ever-bleſſed and 
_ Martyr, was that fatal and unhappy 


Step, 
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Step, that loſt him the Hearts and Affections 
of his truly loving Subjects; and led him in- 
ſenſibly from one Act of Violence to another, 
till he abdicated his Kingdoms, and was de- 
prived of his Crown and Dignity. 5 

In this ſhort but gloomy Reign it was, 
when the ſubtile and projecting Jeſuits, under 
the Patronage, and by the indulgent Favour 
of the Court, had erected a Seminary in 
Weſtminſter, to inſtruct and breed up our Poor 
Children in; that under the fair and plau- 
ſible Pretence of beſtowing a free and liberal 
Education upon them, they might more eaſily 
pervert and corrupt them, with their perni- 
cious Principles and damnable Doctrines. 

But this ſoon alarm'd ſome active, gene- 
rous and publick Spirits in that Place; who, 


in Order to defeat their Deſigns, and to pre- 


vent their Youth from falling into a Snare ſo 
ſpecious and beneficial in all outward Appear- 
ance as this was, immediately ſet up a Charity 
School there, as well to inſtruct the Children 
of the Poor Inhabitants in Letters, and the 
Principles. of their Religion ; as to keep them 
from falling into the dangerous Hands, and 
under the Tuition of ſuch crafty and inſi- 


nuating Enemies, as at that Time ſo openly 
beſet them. 
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Upon this remarkable Occaſion was the 
firſt Charity School * erected amongſt us, with 
ſo pious and prudent a View, and with ſuch 


happy and proſperous Succeſs, that from it, as 


from the Original Root, which was well 
planted, and in due Seaſon ; there have ſince 
ſprung up all theſe numerous and fruitful 
Branches, that have not only ſpread over this 
vaſt City, but extended themſelves through- 
out the whole Kingdom in general. 

And we may further add, by the Bleſſing of 
Heaven, with this wonderful and good Effect, 
that Numbers and Multitudes of our common 
People, who before were leſs diſpoſed to Con- 
formity, and more inclinable to follow Error, 
and be fond of Diviſion ; they are now, by 
all the ſtrongeſt Ties of Intereſt, | Gratitude 
and Aﬀection, brought back to a juſt Senfe of 
their Duty, and Obligations to their chari- 


table and indulgent Mother Church. Whilſt 


their Children, by a conſtant Succeſſion, are 
brought up and educated in fuch good Prin- 
ciples, and ſound Doctrine, as will fettle and 


confirm them in the true Faith, and make 


them 


— 


* It was ſet up Lady. day 1688. by the Gentlemen of the 
New-Church in St. Margaret Weſtminſter, for 50 Poor 


Boys; and is now known by the Name of the Slue- Coat 
School. 
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them grow up like firm Walls and ſtout Bul- 


warks, to ſtrengthen and maintain the Eſta- 
bliſhment of it, againſt all Oppoſers, of what 
Opinion or Perſwaſions ſoever. 

But this very Artifice and Policy of the Je- 
ſuits, who vainly flatter'd themſelves, that by 
thus erecting Schools and Academies in this 
great Metropolis, at ſo favourable a Juncture 
to them, it would prove an infallible Method 
to ſap and undermine: the very Foundation of 
our Religion, by perverting Numbers of our 
common Youth by their Diſcipline, and gain- 
ing fairer Opportunities, by that Means, of 
corrupting their Parents and Relations, as 
having the eaſter Acceſs to them, upon the 
Account of their Children ; and laying Obli- 
gations upon them, by the inſiduous Care and 
Pains taken in their Education. 

But by a ſignal and happy Turn of Providence, 
they are now thrown ſo much farther back- 
ward in any future Attempts and Contrivances 
of this Kind, by their own Proje& recoiling 
ſo ſeverely upon them, as to overthrow their 
fineſt laid Schemes, and intirely to blaſt and 
ruin their beſt concerted Deſigns. Since it 
was they that firſt occaſion d this charitable 


Diſpoſition in us, to teach and inſtruct the 


Poor, to open the Eyes of the Ignorant, and 
inform the Underſtandings of the Weak, 


Young, 
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Young, and Helpleſs; for theſe are the Per- 
ſons on whom they generally make their vio- 
lenteſt Attacks, and ground all their little 
Succeſs upon; as being the beſt qualify'd, by 
their Weakneſs and Ignorance, to make Con- 
verts to a Church, that requires a blind and 
implicit Obedience from all her Votaries. But 
now, on the contrary, they will find that 
many 'Thouſands of the common People, that 
formerly they uſed to make a Prey of, will 
be able, for the future, to defend and main- 
tain the Faith they profeſs; and will be well 
arm'd and prepar'd to hold out againſt all the 
fallacious Arts, and inſinuating Arguments, of 
ſo unfair and diſengenuous Adverſaries. 

Laſtly, As the charitable Education of theſe 
Poor Children is of ſo great a Conſequence 
to our Church, ſo is it no lefs uſeful to the 
Government, and beneficial to the Nation in 
general. 


And this will more evidently appear, if we 


ſeriouſly conſider the many infamous and de- 


teſtable Examples that are daily to be met 
with in this large and populous City; and but 
reflect upon the flagrant and notorious Crimes 


fo common and frequently committed amongſt 
'us, by thoſe who, for Want of ſuch. an Edu- 


cation, and of a due Care being taken of 
them when young ; by corrupt Manners, idle 
Lives, 


_ the moſt Excellent Kind of Charity. 31 | 


Lives, and vicious Habits, give themſelves en- 
tirely up to all manner of Lewdneſs and 
Debauchery, till they grow abandoned to In- 
famy and Shame; a Burden and a Curſe to 
the Publick, as well as a Scandal and a Re- 
proach to their own Kind. 

What a Benefit then ! and what a common 
Bleſſing muſt ariſe to the Publick ! by the in- 
expreſſible Good that is done, and the many 
ill Conſequences that are prevented by this 
your Goodneſs and charitable Care extended 
to theſe poor Orphans and diſtreſſed Children, 
in reſtraining them from falling into the 
common and enſnaring Paths of Wickedneſs 
and Vice ; from the Contagion of evil Com- 
pany and pernicious Examples ; and by gene- 


roufly reſcuing them from the many Temp-% 


tations to Ruin, that Poverty and Idleneſs 
would otherwiſe certainly expoſe them to. 
Thus all their Happineſs and Security in this 
World, they owe to the ineſtimable Bleſſing 
of a Religious and Moral Education; and 
their future Proſperity and Plenty in it, 'to 
your Liberality in furniſhing them with thoſe 
Means and Abilities to live honeſtly and in- 
duſtriouſly, that their Parents could not, and 
that Providence had not, but by your Hands, 
. for them. 


From 
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From hence therefore it appears, that-thus 
- to: cheriſh the tender and moſt defenceleſs 
1 humane Kind, and to ſupport ſo many 
young deſtitute Orphans, and poor | helpleſs 
Children of both Sexes, by Educating them 
in the ſound Principles of Virtue and Reli- 
gion, in Duty, Love and Loyalty, to their 
King, in Submiſſion and Obedience to Magi- 
ſtrates, and all thoſe that are put in Authority 
over them; and above all, by inſtructing them 
early to guard againſt their own natural Frail- 
ties and Imperfections; this, at it is the pe- 
culiar Honour and Glory of the Church of 
England, ſo is it acting up to the true Stan- 
dard of Primitive Chriſtianity; it is truly 
fulfilling the Righteouſneſs of the Goſpel, and 


„doing the Will of our Father which is in 


Heaven. | 

And having thus made it evident, that the 
charitable Education of Poor Children is be- 
neficial to the Publick, advantageous and ne- 
ceſſary to the proper Objects of it, and a 
Virtue moſt excellent and uſeful of it ſelf : 


I. proceed to the Third and laſt Head pro- 
poſed, which is, 


— In Reſpect to the Patrons and Bene- 
factors of ſo extenſive and publick a Charity 


as appears at preſent before us; to ſhew 
| that 


we 


> - 
lt. 
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chat their Labour is not in vain in the Low 
Becauſe of the great and glorious Reward 
promis d in my Text, and the Lord ſhall 
guide thee continually. 

If the great End and Deſign of our coming 
into this World, is to honour and ſerve Gop, 
to love our Neighbour, to be uſeful and be- 
neficial to the Publick ; and to do all the 
Good we can in our reſpective Stations: Let 
us enquire, whether we faithfully diſcharge 
theſe great Obligations to Religion, Nature, 
and Society, as Men that have a juſt Senſe of 
their Duty to Gop, and a due Regard to the 
Honour of their Country ; to the Good of the 
Poor, and the Intereſt and Proſperity of the 
Nation in general. 

And I am the more willing to enter upon 
an Enquiry of this Kind, becauſe ſome contro- 
verſial Writers of the Church of Rome ſtick 
not to reproach us with the Want of a Spirit 
of Publick Charity, which they ſay departed 

from us ever ſince the Time of the Reformation. 
But there needs not a fuller, nor more evi- 
dent Demonſtration, to anſwer and confute 
this Calumny, than the many Hoſpitals, the 
Foundations, Endowments, and publick Chari- 
ties in this Place, which have commenced long 


ſince that Period of Time, from which they 
date our Loſs of it, 


E For 
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For without Boaſting, Vanity, or preſump- 
tion, we may affirm, that there is no one 
Nation in the World, has more of theſe cha- 
ritable, pious, and beneficent Societies in their 
whole Dominions, than are incorporated and 
eſtabliſhed in this great and flouriſhing City 
alone, But the fulleſt and beſt Anſwer that 
can be given to vindicate our Church and 
Country from ſo falſe and reproachful an Aſ- 
perſion as this is, will be to diſcover the 
ſecret, but true Cauſe of their Complaint a- 
gainſt us upon this Article. 

From the Days of Auguſtin the Monk's 
Converſion of this Kingdom from Paganiſm to 
Chriſtianity, under Etheibret, the Saxon King of 
Kent, about the Year 598, down to the 
Reign of Henry the 8 th, 1533, the Nation 
remain d all that Time under the ſpiritual 
Tyranny and Uſurpations of the: See of Rome. 
And the Spirit of publick Charity, as they 
term it, during that long Tract of above 900 
Years, was chiefly confined to the founding 
of -Convents, Nunneries, Chantries, Maſſes for 
the Dead, in the Payments of Peter-pence 
and Annates and in procuring Indulgences, 
Diſg@nfitibis; Pardons for Sins, redeeming 
Souls out of Purgatory, and the like; as thoſe 
manifold Corruptions by degrees edt into 
Chriſtianity, and many of them were arbitra- 

rily 
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rily impos d upon our Anceſtors, for the Sake 
of Lucre only, and the inſatiate Thirſt of 
Gold; till at laſt one third Part ofthe Wealth 
and Revenues of the whole Kingdom was 
veſted in, or rather ATC up by the 
Church. 

And from this Fund was « m un 
into the Pope's Exchequer, immenſe Sums tu 
be conſumed Abroad, in ſupporting the Power, 
Magnificence, and Pride of the Papal Chair. 
In this manner Rome drain'd our Treaſures, 
and robb'd our Poor, by the publick Spirit of 
Popiſh Charity, that univerſally prevail'd here 
for ſo many Ages. And then we muſt own 
from hence, that whilſt ſhe meaſures our Cha- 
rity ſince the Reformation by her own irre- 
trievable Loſs, ſhe has ſufficient Cauſe to 
complain. 

But, on the other Hand, for the Hanoi 
of our Religion, and the Reputation of our 
Country, though it is not 200 Years ſince 
the Reformation was eſtabliſhed here in Eng- 
land; yet there have been more Foundations, 
Benefactions, and ample Proviſions made for 
employing the induſtrious Poor; for maintain- 
ing the Aged and diſabled; for educating 
young and helpleſs Children; for curing and 
ſupporting the Sick, the Wounded, Maim'd, 
Impotent and Lunatick, than in all that vaſt 
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Space of Time, from the firſt Footſteps of 
Popery amongſt us, down to King Edward 
the 6b Reign, 

And from hence it evidently appears, that 
inſtead of this Spirit of publick Charity and 
Munificence departing from us, our many 
Hoſpitals, Charity-Schools, and large Proviſions 
for the Poor, are ſuch noble, laſting, and 
numerous Monuments, of the extenſive Bounty 
and Piety of our Church, that we may juſtly 
apply the Words of the Prophet in my Text 
to her, — That ſhe has drawn out her Soul 
to the Hungry, and ſhe has ſatisfied the af- 
flicted Soul with Bread; therefore does her 
Light riſe from the Obſcurities of Popery, and 
freed from the Darkneſs of Idolatry, Super- 
ſtition and Error, in the clear Luſtre of her 


own Purity, fhe ſhines as the Noon-Day, and 


the Lord ſhall guide her continually. 

But, laſtly, the apparent Benefit and Advan- 
tages that accrue to our Church, by the chari- 
table and pious Education of her poor Chil- 
dren, in the directing and promoting of 
which great Work, you bear fo eminent and 
diſtinguiſh'd a Part, will evidently be ſeen, if 


we refle& upon a celebrated Oration of one 


of the worſt of the Roman Emperors, and the 


greateſt Foe to Chriſtianity in general, Julian 
the Apoſtate. 
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For he had with Envy and Regret long ob- 
ſerved the wonderful and endearing Effects of 
that univerſal Love and Charity, ſo religi- 
ouſly obſerved by the Primitive Chriſtians; 
in uniting their Societies by this invincible 
Cement, and that by mutually promoting 
private, they more firmly eſtabliſhed the pub- 
lick Good. And that by theſe Methods it 
was, they daily laid ſtronger Foundations for 
the Support and Growth of their Religion; 
and it was this that had ſo irreſiſtable and 


prevailing an Influence upon Mankind in 


general. 


He therefore convened the Governours of 


his Provinces, and the chief Commanders of 
his Armies, in order to retrieve the Honour 
and Reputation of the old Heathen Worſhip, 
that was now loſing Ground, and declining 
apace in the World. And he told them how 
much in vain they employed the Sword, Fire 
and 'Torments, to extirpate Chriſtianity, that 
only ſpread and increas d the more under their 
inhumane Cruelties; and got the Maſtery and 
Dominion, the more they ſtrove to extinguiſh 
it by Blood. 

But would we effectually confound and ex- 
terminate theſe profeſſed Enemies to our 
Gods, we mult, ſays he, intirely change all 
our former Meaſures, purſue | their Methods, 

and 
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and undermine and ruine them, by their own Arts 
and Conduct. For be you well aſſured, that 
we do nothing to the Purpoſe in this Matter, 
until we bring up the Excellency and Benefi- 
cency of our own Religion, to the Uſefulneſs 
and Perfection of theirs; who are not ſatis- 
fied with making Proviſion for their own Poor 
only, but their Bounty and Kindneſs extend 
even to the Relief and Support of ours to. 

Let us therefore inſtitute, like them, ami- 
eable Societies in every City; and inſtead of 
Tortures, and ſhedding their Blood, let us 
generouſly ſtrive to out-do them in Love and 
Charity, and triumph over them a nobler 
Way, by our Acts of ner nn and 


good Works. 


For whilſt Mankind, a he. enjoy the 
publick Benefit and Bleſſings of ſuch a uſe- 
ful, bounteous and compaſhonate Religion as 


Chriſtianity is; their Aſſemblies will be 


daily crowded with Proſelytes, and new Con- 
verts; when our deſerted Temples ſhall re- 
main empty, and the abandoned Altars of our 
Gods ſtand unfrequented. 

And if the Apoſtate Julian could thus (dif. 
cover, that ſelect Bodies, united by Love, and 
acting upon Principles of publick Charity, 
were the very Life, Cement, and Glory of 


the Chriſtian Religion; and to which, next 


under 


the moſt Excellent Kind of Charity. / 39 


under Gop, the Primitive Church owed” its 
great Reputation, Growth and Proſperity : And 
if it is an approved Maxim in Politicks, | that 
all Governments are beſt maintain'd'and kept 
up by purſuing thoſe Methods, and obferving 
ſuch Rules, as at firſt they were rais'd and 
oeſtabliſh'd by: Then we may fairly conclude 
from hence, that a Society, united by ſuch 
noble Motives of Piety, Generoſity, and un- 
bounded Love as yours, is like a firm and 
beautiful Pillar, erected not only for Orna- 
ment, but to ſtrengthen and N our 
Church. = | 

Since to your Conduct WY Care we owe 
the Religious Education, and decent Clothing, / 
of ſo many 'Thouſands of tender, young, and 

diſtreſſed Creatures of both Sexes, that ap- 
pear with ſo much Innocence, Modeſty, Regu- 
larity and Order, now before us; who are 
daily taught, as from our Saviour's Mouth, 
out of his holy Goſpel, by your indulgent 
Bounty; and fed, as the Multitude were by 
Him in the Wilderneſs, with Loaves miracu- 
louſly multiply'd by Divine Love and Com- 
paſſion. 

Thus by your advancing and carrying on 
ſo great, glorious, and excellent a Charity as 
this is, you in a more eminent and diſtin- 
guiſh'd manner anſwer the great End of 


your 
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your Chriſtian Profeſſion ; that is, by promo- 
ting the Glory of Gop, the Honour and In- 


tereſt of our Eſtabliſh'd Church, the Support 


and Maintenance of the Poor, and the Happi- 
neſs and Proſperity of the Nation in general. 


This brings me, by Way of Concluſion to 
the whole, to draw ſome ſhort Inferences from 
the foregoing Diſcourſe. 

'The old Heathen Moraliſts in their Wiitings 


allow, that there is a Joy ſo real and ſincere, 


and ſuch an inward Complacency and De- 
light, that is always the Reſult of good 
and virtuous Actions, that no ſenſual Plea- 
ſures whatever, no worldly Enjoyments of any 
Kind, can come up to the perfe& and con- 


„ Happineſs that conſtantly attend 
them. 


But then how much more Reaſon os we 
to affirm this great Truth; we, who have 
Views beyond the Grave, and Hopes full of 
Immortality and Glory; who are aſſured that 
we ſhall reap as we ſow, and that our tem- 


poral Obedience ſhall be recompenſed with 


manifold Bleſſings in this preſent Life, and 
with eternal Pleaſure and Happineſs in that 

which is to come. 
The Prophet Jſaiab, in my Text, by a juſt 
and happy Metaphor, compares this exquiſite 
Virtue 


the moſt Excellent Kind of Charity. 1 


Virtue of Charity, breaking thro'' the Cor- 
ruption and -Degeneracy of humane Nature, 
to Light ſpringing out of Darkneſs and Ob- 
ſcurity ; and making it bright and glorious as 
the Noon-day. For true Charity, like the 
Sun, with genial and piercing Rays, warms 
the Cold and Barren, and enlivens the com- 
fortleſs and gloomy Parts of the Earth : By its W 
own Light it diſcovers ſecret Diſtreſs, and 


private Miſeries and Afflictions, in Order to wx 


eaſe and relieve them; and ſearches out con- 
ceal'd Want; that by not being clamorous 
and importunate, merits the more our Com- 
apps and Regard. | 912 
Hlence it is plain, that this generous and ex- 
. Virtue is not limited to certain Places, 
nor confined to any particular Perſons; but 
it is the Life and animating Soul of that uni- 
verſal Body, whoſe Head is Chriſt, and whoſe 
happy and auſpicious Influence through the 
whole, gives Union, Strength and Vigour to 
all the Parts. And although it is a Precept of 
- our Bleſſed Saviour's, that the Left Hand muſt 
not know what our Right Hand doth, yet that 
relates to private and peculiar , Caſes ; ' be- 
cauſe, by conveying a. Bounty ſecretly,” the 
very manner of ſo doing it, often enhances 
the Value of the Gift; as on the other Side, 
the Vanity and Oſtentation of boaſting a good 
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Deed, generally leſſens -and takes off from the 
Generoſity of the Kindneſs done. | 

But there are Charities, and thoſe too of 
the moſt excellent Kind, that naturally can- 
not, and in common Prudence ought not to 
be conceal'd ; becauſe when Men perform very 
laudable and praiſe-worthy Actions, where 
Huypocriſie cannot, and Vanity does not claim 
a Share in them; then there are many other 
Reaſons beſides thoſe of ſetting good Exam- 
pes, why they ſhould be publiſhed Abroad, 
and made known to the World. And this is 
our Bleſſed Saviour's own Determination in 
the Caſe, when he ſays, Let your Light ſo 
ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your good 
Works, and glorific Jour Father which is in 
Heaven. 

This then is that Excellency and perfection b 
of humane Nature, that drawing out the 
Sun to the Hungry, and ſatisfying the afflitied 
Soul; which Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, 
and above all, the tender and compaſſionate 
Js us, have fo affectionately recommended to 
the Practice of Mankind, as the moſt neeeſ- 
ſary, good, and profitable Work of Life; 
ſince it is doing the Will of our Father which is 
in Heaven. 

And becauſe it is the beſt Brides of our 
Reaſon and Humanity, the nobleſt Product of 


Our 
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our Religion and Virtue, the ſureſt Proof of 
our Sincerity and Faith ; and above all, as it 
is the moſt pleaſing and grateful Sacrifice 
That we can offer up to Almighty Gop; who 
declares here, by the Mouth of the Prophet, 
that this is the Day be has choſen and 
this is the acceptable Work that he takes the 
_ Delight in. 


And may it pleaſe Go p, of his infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy, always to direct and 
guide you in this your pious Care and worthy 
Endeavours; by giving Grace and Perſeve- 
rance to theſe young Children under your 
Inſpection, that they may daily improve in all 
Godlineſs, Virtue and Honeſty, and perfect 
the good Work that you have fo ſneceſsfully 
begun: And by rewarding you with manifold - 
Bleſſings in this Life preſent, and with eternal 
Happineſs and Glory in that which is to come; 
for your Labours of Love and Charity to 
them ; which are not in vain in the Lord. 
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2 the — of theSchool 5 — * 1 
| | Appren. {Serv ppren, getz F | 
| | pu | * 12 taken including | 
ED! „ * | "me, MN ., out b t b thoſe now \ | 
, _— : I : 2 lende a | 1 


friends | 2 
I 41 


& St. Andrew Holborn 1. — 1 342 
* la the ſame Pariſh C. | 1] — 7 — 211], 282 
5. In the ſame Pariſh, MX (4 . +01 


(removed' from St. Brides, 
for teachiag Navigation to 24 


f * 
Children Elected out of 6 We 
- » > Charity Schools, on A Sq >| rx 0-74 | 
© Wedneſdays, and Fridays from t 1H-E7 
whence 56 Boys have been =. $$ Th BS 
put Apprentices to Ses, in- | * 1 ay = N 
„ CQuded in the Numbers put | Tp 39] ITE VE PUR WO 
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* St. Bartholomew 25 | | |! 1 | 


Great for Boys 1717.Pp| 2| 24 10] 24] 25 i Sg 
and for Girls 1727. C. 3 
* Billinſgate Ward C. —— 80 
St. BotolphAlderſg. 1702. C. | 
In the ſame Pariſh C. 82 


St. Botolph Aldgate within 
For Pep ſet up 1698. and for 
Girk 1710. C 

In the ſame Pariſh we 
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Eaft-Smithfic1d, the Boys (et up 
1706, and the Girls: 1710. c. 
St. Botolph Biſho N C. 


* St. Bride's Par 1711. C. 
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in the Pariſhes of — 
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8 N — Appten. $» | Apprens —— g 

RAE: T” 

* Broadſtreet Ward 1713C.| 2| g 36 74 
Camberwell in Surrey pt. C. | 2 3.— 
Caſtle Baynard Ward C. 8 iS: ag 
Chelſea, Middleſex pt. Cl. 1 D645 WR 


In the. ſame Pariſh, 
Set up June 1799. for Sol-( | 
diers Girls, ſupported by La-P | 1 
dies and Gentle women, ſeven\ 
of whom are Truſtees, Ch 

Chriſt Church Surry. for 

Boys 1711, and for Girls | 2 

1719, 25 — K 

* St. Clement Dane C. _— | 2 

In the fame Pariſh, 
An Hornbook School, for &-| 1 
Boys and Girls 

* Cordwainers and Bread- 
ſtreet Ward C. 
* Cornhill Ward C. 
* Cripplegate Ward e 
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Including the School of St. 
Alphage Pariſh C. 1709 — 
* Deptford in Kent C. —— | 2| 500 20 
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m_—_ 2 — — . 
St. Dunſtan in the Weſt 5 
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Boys 1708, Girls 1710. 
\ St. Edmund the King, ! | 
A Subſcription and Collection BER | , 
to put outApprentices educated | 7 - 1601 
in the Charity Schools, and 240 P | | | iy 
Children have been put out, in- BE 
cluded in the Numbers put out ET. | | 
of their reſpective Schoo's, |} | | 
* St. Ethelburga, C. Set up ES HS}. ---$ 1 208 
1719. firſt in the Pariſh of St. | | | 4 
e by the p I 20 — 10 15 FN 45 
Subſcriptions of a Society, anc \ - 
other Collections. | ; | 
* Faxingdon Ward within 
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Sir GeorgeWheler'sChappel | 
in Spiele- Fields, C. W. 114 — 
* St Giles Cripplegate | , 
without in Red + ſtreet C. "or 
In the ſame Pariſh, | 
Eleanor Hollis's Legacy of 
621. 10 5, per Anu. C. 
* In the lame Pariſh, n 
wit bout in Middleſex C. 3 


* In the ſame Pariſh, Cl. 3 * 
Set up 1727. ſupported by a » i 4, 
Legac of Mr. John Fuller, 11 201.—.— INS | ABA — 4 20 
deceaſed ; and Five Pounds BE 24 KHER 
allow'd to put each Boy Ap- | b | 
prentice. N | | 

* St. Giles in the Fields C. 110 

The Truſtees of theſe Schools | 

themſelves burthen'd with b 


out Girls to Trades, have 
that for the future 40 of the 
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* St. Michael Crooked- 
lane, and St. Magnus e 
the Martyr Cl. 
* Mile End, Old Town, 
ſet up 1723 C. 
Newington Butts Surrey 
Norton Folgate 
This School was ſet up _ 
and has been very, ,uſeful as 


a-Nurſery to the Neighbouring| - 
Charity Schoo!s — 


St. Olave Old-Jewry, 


and St. Martin's 1708. 
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Total 132198201) 353303107 1537/2956 18748 
Boys at School — 3198 | 


„ ee 0 RES Bb „55213 Total of Children at School. 
| oys put out to Appren. 3033) —& Toxal of Children put to Ap- 
* I 0o Services, &Gc. 3107 


13533 prentiſhips and Services, or ta- 
1 Girls put out to Appren. 1537 ken out by Friends; of which 
[ Io Services, c. 2956 | 204 are gone to Sea, 


| N. B. All the Schools abovementioned have been ſet up ſince 1697. ex- 
| cept that belonging to the New-Church in St. Margaret Weſt- 


minſter, nom known by the Name of the Blue-Coat-School, 
which was ſet up Lady-Day 1688, for 50 Boys; and the School 
« Nozton Folgate, erect ed 1691, for 60 Boys. 


[> The great Benefit accruing to the Publick by the Progreſs of the 
_ Charity-Schools, is manifeſt from the Number of Poor Children Educated 
| in them; and therefore the Maſters and Miſtreſſes of the reſpeQive 
p | Schools, or any other Perſons to whoſe Hands this Account may come, 
1 are deſired to ſignify to the Printer hereof any Miſtakes which they 
obſerve in the Namber of Children 5 out to Apprentiſhips or Services, 

in order to their being corrected in the next Edition. Le 


Note. Where the Number of Children put out were not diſtinguiſh d, 
wherher to Apprentiſhips or Services, they are inſerted in the 
Column of Apprentice nr E 
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4. Ace of the Charity Schools | ſet 


7 in Sourn BRITAIN, as the ſame 

as been tranſmitted to the Publiſher 
hereof, from Whitſontide 1727, to 
Whitſontide 1728. 


Buckinghamſhire. STWMDDD, A School. 
Chic A School for 6 Children. 
Crowlep North, A School. 
Emberton, A School. for 10 Children. 
Intaye, A School. | 
one, A: School for 5, Children. 
den, A School. | 
ren, A School for 6 Children. 
fifon, A School. 
nep, A School for 30 Children. 
710175 A School for 12 Children 
plverfon, A School. Gy; 

; Ne A. School for 16 Children. 
Cardiganſhire. teh — 1 * N q Boys. ne 
Glouceſterſhire. | ool for 20 Boys, taught to 
Ow Read, Write and caft Accompt, of which 10 are 
cloath'd by 1 * Contributions. 


Hunting denſtire» Mitte, A School for alt che poor Children 
of the Pariſh. | 
Shropſhire Ol 4 School for 20 Boys taught to Read 


Write, at the Charge of the Miniſter and 
Worceſt Splotton 0 8 A School fe Boys of 
orceſt er ſlure. n Stower, chool for 6 8 

8 the Pooreft Proteſtant Inhabitants of that * 

endow'd with 41. per Ann. to the Maſter, 

31. 41. per Ann. towards Cloathing the 6 Children, 
by a private Perſon lately deceaſed, who left the 
Rents and Profits of ſeveral Meſſuages, Lands, Sc. 
for that and other charitable Purpoſes for ever ; 
the Surpluſage of which is appropriated to Ap- 
prenticing the ſaid Children. 
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SCHOOLS in North Brand. re- | 
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DWRYJCK, in the Furfiſh of N. School for < 

S* s, and 22, Girls, ereècted Me 55 , " ( 

Pell * in the Pariſh of Tell, A 100 for 24 Boys and ( 

10 Girls, erefted May 21. 1727. 

Jichnalfan, in the Pariſh” of Seel N * Serogh, erected January | 

20. 1726. | 

Kilterlatie, in the Taria of nete, eretted * 131727. | 
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The Number of Charity-Schools in each 
County of England and Wales, with the Number of 
Children taught in them, according to the beſt 


Information that has been given to the Publiſher 
| hereof, is as follows: 754 


Ang leſe / — Lincolnſbire 
Bedfordſhire »— Merionethſhire 
Berkſhire——— Middleſex 
Brecknockſhire — Monmouthſhire — 
Buckinghamſhire Montgomeryſhire 
Cambridgeſhire— Novfolk ———| 
Cardig anſhire — Northamptonſhire 
C — Northumberland 
C T ire ing hamſbire 
Cheſhire — Oxfordſhire —— 
Cornwal — N — 
Cumberland Radnorſbir 
Denbighſhire — Rutlandſbire — 
Derbyſbire Shropſbire— 
Devonſhire —— Somerſetſhire — 
Dorſetſhire —— Staffordſbire- — | 1 
Durham — Saffolk === , 


Eſſex —— Sur. 
Glamorganſhire 12. —— 

Glouceſter ire — arwickſhire — 

Hampſhire —— | Weſtmoreland — 

Hereford(hire — Wiltſhire —— 

Hertfordſhire — Worceſterſhire — 

Hunting donſhire Yorkſhire —— | 

Kent 

Lancaſbire 9436 
Leiceſterſhire — Brought forward[671 * 805 
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A Summary View of the CH RITx- Schoors in 
= * — Great-Britain and Ireland. 
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Rag dd 0: 3 _ Ib. Boys (Girls 
At LONDON, —— ———] 132 


| 31982017 
In other Parts of South Britain, — 12791 8990 3811 
In North Britain, as reported 1727 78 2387 684 


In IR ELAN D, as reported 1724 — [1610 2397 567 


: — — — 
"Fail TY” 


„„ +, Total of Schools —— —— 1650 269727079 
OG OR | | 7079 
S x Boys and Girls =—— |—— 34051 


% 


$97 | 
July 128. Note, Where the Number of Children have been ſignified 
to the Publiſher of this Account, without diſtinguiſhing the Sexes, they 
© are put in the Column of Boys. | i I 
©'- Note alſo, There are about 290 Schools included in the foregoirg 
Accounts, without ſignifying the Number of Children taught; concern- 
ing which, the Report has generally been, That all the poor Children in the 
Nezghbourhood are Taught in them; But the Publiſher hereof would be 
very thankful for a more particular Information. 2 
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| (55) 9 
An ACCOUNT of the RATES of Cloathing 


Poor Children belonging to CHARIT x- SchOOLs. 


The Charge of Cloathing a BOY, | 
* | LR. Me 
Grey Coat with Pewter Buttons — 0 O4 10 
A Waſtcoat of the ſame Cloth = ——oo> 03. cg 
A pair of Cloth or Leather Breeches — ooo 02. 08 
1 Shirt — — — 00 ol 08 
1 Pair of Stockings oo 00 08 
1 Pair of Knit or Waſh- Leather Gloves —— 0 O00 07 
x Knit Cap, with Tuft and String, of any Colour — 00 oo 10 
1 Band —  VY o2 
1 Pair of Buckles ——— 00 00 ot 
1 Pair of Soe. O00 02: O 


The Total oo 17 oz 


The Charge of Cloathing 4 i. 4 


4 Yards and a half of Serge at 18 4 per Yard — 0 os o 

Making thereof, Strings, Body lining, and — to 1 * 
Material. 

A Coif and Band of fine Ghenting 

A Shiſt | e LI 


— 


— 00 of os 
A White, Blue, or Checquer'd Apron—— 00 ot 00 
A pair of Leather Bodice and Stomacher ———— oo o 06, 
1 Pair of Woollen Stockings — — — 0 0 Oy 
1 Pfir of Shoes . — man, Oh 02 00 
1 Pair of Buckles — — OO) oo ot 
1 Pair of Knit or Waſh Leather Gloves 00 O09 +7 


- —  — — " 


The Total oo 17 os 


N. B. The different Stature of Children il allow'd for in this Effi- 
mate; and 50 Children, between the Ages of 7 and 12, (one with 
another) may be cloathed at theſe Rates, | 


You' way be furniſhed with theſe Goods made or unmade; at 
Mr. Hradſord's Old Warehouſe in Woodftreer, near Cheapfide, © 
London. 
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